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Press information
Strictly embargoed until 09:00 CET, 16 November 2018
Kia Motors Slovakia starts production of new ProCeed
· New Kia ProCeed enters production in Žilina, Slovakia

· Designed, developed, engineered and built in Europe 
· On sale exclusively in Europe from Q1 2019 
16 November 2018 –The new Kia ProCeed has started production in Slovakia, with the first models rolling off Kia Motors Slovakia’s Žilina production line today.

The new Kia ProCeed merges stunning design with the space and versatility of a tourer in a five-door shooting brake body. With its stunning design housing a 594-litre boot, the ProCeed offers greater luggage space than many traditional compact family wagons, and even many tourers from the class above. 
Matching the daring design and engineering which makes it the sportiest iteration of the new Ceed model family, the new third-generation ProCeed will be available exclusively as a GT Line or high-performance GT model. The ProCeed made its public debut at the 2018 Paris Motor Show, and goes on sale exclusively in Europe in the first quarter of 2019.

Dae Sik Kim, President and CEO of Kia Motors Slovakia, comments: “The start of production for the new Kia ProCeed caps off a year of hard work at our Žilina plant, following the successful introduction of the Ceed five-door hatchback and Ceed Sportswagon, as well as the enhanced Kia Sportage. We have succeeded in applying new selective catalytic reduction technology into production, dramatically decreasing the amount of emissions from our diesel and gasoline engines to ensure full compliance with the Euro 6d TEMP emissions standard.”
The new ProCeed inherits its name from the three-door Kia pro_cee’d coupé, which was also manufactured in Slovakia. Over 190,000 examples of the first- and second-geration pro_cee’d were produced in Slovakia. The new model was designed at Kia’s European Design Centre in Frankfurt, Germany, under the direction of Gregory Guillaume, European Head of Design, and Peter Schreyer, President of Design and Chief Design Officer. The design team sought to reinvent the pro_cee’d to ensure the same vitality and vibrancy wasn’t lost in the car’s transformation into a five-door shooting brake.
Roman Kralovansky, Head of Production at Kia Motors Slovakia, comments: “Preparations for volume production of ProCeed commenced at our factory at the end of 2017, starting with the modification and set-up of the latest production line technology. The start of production was preceded by education and training for our operators at Kia’s Research and Development Centre in South Korea, as well as here in Žilina. The shooting brake body posed several challenges to us from a production point of view, which we overcame throughout a year of in-depth preparation. The experience has helped us gain a great deal of valuable, new production experience.”
More than 300 employees undertook training at Kia’s global R&D centre in Namyang, South Korea, ensuring the successful launch of volume production for the new Ceed model family. Training was focused on production operators from the assembly shop and quality department, with additional training for colleagues from various other departments within Kia Motors Slovakia, providing the skills to spot any defects or issues that could arise during mass production of a new model. Almost 70 of these operators participated in further training early in 2018 ahead of production of the new Kia ProCeed.

Kia Motors Slovakia has continued its development of the Žilina production facility in 2018, investing 200 million euros. In addition to the planned launch of new models, the company opened a new medical centre at the plant in August, with modern medical equipment to prevent or treat occupational hazards.

When sales of the new ProCeed commence in 2019, it will be available with a range of engines. For GT Line models, gasoline options include Kia’s popular 1.0-litre T-GDi (turbocharged gasoline direct injection) engine, producing 120 ps and 172 Nm torque. The most powerful engine for GT Line models is Kia’s new ‘Kappa’ 1.4-litre T-GDi power unit, which produces 140 ps. Customers can also choose an economical new 1.6-litre ‘Smartstream’ diesel engine. Producing 136 ps, Kia's first Smartstream diesel engine is the cleanest diesel engine ever offered by the car maker. The ProCeed GT features the same 1.6-litre T-GDi engine as the new Ceed GT – with 204 ps and 265 Nm of torque making it the most powerful engine in the Ceed and ProCeed line-up. For the first time, the ProCeed GT and Ceed GT will be available with Kia’s seven-speed double-clutch transmission.

- Ends -

About Kia Motors Europe

Kia Motors Europe is the European sales, marketing and service arm of the Kia Motors Corporation. With its headquarters in Frankfurt, Germany, it covers 30 markets in Europe.

About Kia Motors Corporation 

Kia Motors Corporation (www.kia.com) – a maker of world-class quality vehicles for the young-at-heart – was founded in 1944 and is Korea's oldest manufacturer of motor vehicles. About 3 million Kia vehicles a year are produced at 14 manufacturing and assembly operations in five countries which are then sold and serviced through a network of distributors and dealers covering around 180 countries. Kia today has over 51,000 employees worldwide and annual revenues of over US$47 billion. It is the major sponsor of the Australian Open, official automotive partner of FIFA – the governing body of the FIFA World Cup™ – and official partner of the UEFA Europa League – the world’s largest professional club football competition. Kia Motors Corporation's brand slogan – "The Power to Surprise" – represents the company's global commitment to surprise the world by providing exciting and inspiring experiences that go beyond expectations.

For more information about Kia Motors and our products, please visit our Global Media Center at www.kianewscenter.com. 

Media Contact:


Vladislav Alexiev 


Manager Product Communications


Tel: +49 69 850928 354  E-mail: valexiev@kia-europe.com














