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NEWS
Embargoed until 9 AM CEST, 16 JUNE, 2021

Steffen Cost appointed as new Vice President Operations of Kia Europe; outgoing COO Emilio Herrera joins Kia Iberia as President and CEO

· New VPO Steffen Cost held the role of Managing Director of Kia Germany since 2015
· Outgoing COO Emilio Herrera appointed as new President and CEO of Kia Iberia
· Herrera has led Kia Europe to its highest ever annual market share in Europe and oversaw recent brand re-launch 

16 June 2021 – Kia Europe has appointed Steffen Cost as its new Vice President of Operations. His appointment comes as COO Emilio Herrera departs the European team and takes up a new position as President and CEO of Kia Iberia. Cost will be based at Kia’s European headquarters in Frankfurt, Germany, and will report to the company’s president, Jason Jeong.

Cost will be responsible for sustaining Kia Europe’s sales growth and will oversee the roll-out of 11 new battery electric vehicles (BEVs) by 2026, with deliveries of the first, the Kia EV6 crossover, expected across Europe in the fourth quarter of 2021. He will also oversee Kia’s continued commitment to providing Kia customers with the very best ownership experience.

Cost brings with him more than 20 years’ experience in the European automotive sector. He has held the role of Managing Director for Kia Germany since March 2015, during which time Kia has become one of the fastest-growing volume brands in Germany. His successful business development strategy at Kia Germany resulted in turnover of €1.5 billion. 

Emilio Herrera has been appointed as the new President and CEO of Kia Iberia, where he will lead Kia’s operations in the Spanish market. Mr. Herrera has served as COO for Kia Europe since April 2018, where he has overseen a successful period of sales for the Korean brand in the region. Last year saw Kia Europe’s highest-ever annual market share, up from 3.2% to 3.5%, despite the impact of the Covid-19 pandemic. 

“Emilio leaves Kia Europe in a very strong position to continue its transformation as a leader in the future automotive industry, with a clear focus on vehicle electrification and connectivity. I’m sure his strong leadership will be a great asset to our colleagues at Kia Iberia”, said Jason Jeong. He added: “I would also like to take this opportunity to welcome Steffen, who will play an instrumental role in launching our next generation EVs, beginning with the EV6 crossover.”  


- Ends -

Kia Corporation – about us 
Kia (www.kia.com) is a global mobility brand with a vision to create sustainable mobility solutions for consumers, communities, and societies around the world. Founded in 1944, Kia has been providing mobility solutions for more than 75 years. With 52,000 employees worldwide, a presence in more than 190 markets, and manufacturing facilities in six countries, the company today sells around three million vehicles a year. Kia is spearheading the popularization of electrified and battery electric vehicles and developing a growing range of mobility services, encouraging millions of people around the world to explore the best ways of getting around. The company's brand slogan – 'Movement that inspires' – reflects Kia's commitment to inspire consumers through its products and services.

For more information, visit the Kia Global Media Center at www.kianewscenter.com

About Kia Europe
Kia Europe is the European sales, marketing and service arm of Kia Corporation. With its headquarters in Frankfurt, Germany, it covers 39 markets across Europe and the Caucasus.
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